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TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
Happy Father’s Day 

Saturday 20th/21st June 2020    (Second Collection for Day of Life)
 

The Re-Opening of our two Parish 

Churches for Private Prayer. 

 
Annunciation Church will be opening this 

Sunday from 2.30-4pm as a trial run. 

Regretfully, it has been deemed that only 20 

persons can safely socially distance in the 

Annunciation Church at any one time.  

St Patrick’s Church, Woolston will pilot 

opening for Private Prayer on Wednesday 1st 

July from 10-11am. Regretfully, it has been 

deemed that only 30 individuals (with wiggle 

room for family groups or couples from the same 

household) can safely socially distance at any one 

time. 
BRING YOUR OWN FACE MASK AND 

GLOVES IF YOU WISH 
As you will be aware from last week’s newsletter, 

the UK Government recently gave the go ahead for 

a controlled and phased re-opening of Churches 

over the coming weeks and months ahead. The 

first phase of which we are now entering into and 

is for Churches to be open for Private Prayer only.  

 

In preparation for this I have set up working 

parties for our two parishes to implement what 

needs to be put in place so that we can be open for 

private prayer safely and later for public masses 

and liturgies such as baptisms and funerals. Dave 

Harper and Anne Davies are co-ordinating the 

working party for Annunciation Church and Irene 

Chapman is co-ordinating the working party for St 

Patrick’s. I am very grateful to them for organising 

all of this and they have been working flat out 

behind the scenes with other volunteers these past 

few weeks trying to get things sorted, which has 

meant both churches being rearranged and many  

 

chairs being moved and configured to allow for 

social distancing to take place between 

worshippers and one way systems in place and the 

filling in of a 15-page risk assessment for each 

church. It has been an enormous task to say the 

least! 

 

Now I know that many of you are wanting to get 

back into our churches for prayer and later on in 

time for Mass, but we must show upmost care that 

we only open up when we can safely do so and 

following the strict guidelines. We must do our 

best to eliminate any possibility of the virus being 

transmitted because of a visit to the church!        

 

Our plan as I stated last week is to open both of 

our churches for private prayer and later on in time 

for public masses when they are permitted if we 

get enough volunteers to help. We desperately 

still need volunteers who are not in the 

vulnerable category. 
 

So if you are not in the ‘shielding’ category, and 

can spare a few hours a week, can I please 

invite you to consider volunteering to help 

steward fellow parishioners in their private 

prayer, and, in time, helping to usher 

parishioners at socially distanced Masses? The 

stewarding will take place through an organised 

rota once we get enough volunteers to assist with 

it. 

 

Stewarding for Private Prayer (Phase 1), will 

involve monitoring any queue to enter for prayer, 

ensuring only a certain number of people are in the 

church at any one time, monitoring hand 

sanitisation on entry, and cleaning & wiping seats, 

doors handles etc. when people leave the church.  
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Stewarding for Mass (when we can gather in 

Phase 2) will also involve those tasks mentioned 

above - and also include a checking of a ‘register’ 

of those who can attend that particular Mass (and 

sadly, if required, being able to turn fellow 

parishioners away who are not registered to be 

there), ushering people to pews, ushering at Holy 

Communion, and assisting the Celebrant, as 

required. Please note there will be no 

newsletters, no communal prayer aids or hymn 

books in use.  Windows and doors of the buildings 

will be kept open to aid fresh air flow (so you may 

wish to bring layers to keep warm).  

We will endeavour to provide our volunteer 

stewards with face masks and gloves. If you do 

have your own clean/fresh supply, please bring 

those with you. We do have a supplier of essential 

PPE items, but these things are not cheap and they 

are still in short supply. If you are able to give a 

donation for the ongoing purchase of these items, 

it would be greatly appreciated at this time in the 

usual way (see support of the church section in 

newsletter) and if via internet banking put as the 

reference PPE. 

All toilets and halls/kitchens in the churches will 

remain closed and clearly, we can’t gather for 

coffee after Mass either.  When ‘Phase 2’ occurs, 

we already know that there will be no lectors, no 

serving, no music ministry, and no assistance of 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist until 

further notice.       

The plan for the two parishes, which has been 

discussed at length is to reopen when we can for 

Private Prayer. Then, in the Phase 2 of the opening 

(i.e. for public worship, when the Government 

allow) both Parish Churches will be used for the 

celebration of Holy Mass. These Masses will be 

restricted by application/ticket in as fair a way as 

possible. I will write to you all again nearer the 

time with how this is going to be managed - but, 

for now, please be aware that it may mean you 

can’t come to Mass on a regular basis as you once 

did. The Sunday obligation will be suspended until 

we can get back to as normal as is possible (Phase 

3).   

To start with, we are going to pilot the opening for 

private prayer with Annunciation Church this 

Sunday from 2.30-4pm. Regretfully, it has been 

deemed that only 20 persons can safely socially 

distance in the Annunciation Church at any one 

time.   

St Patrick’s Church, Woolston will pilot 

opening for Private Prayer on Wednesday 1st 

July from 10-11am. Regretfully, it has been 

deemed that only 30 individuals (with wiggle 

room for family groups or couples from the same 

household) can safely socially distance at any one 

time. Again we are still looking for volunteers to 

help with this at St Patrick’s. 

My sincerest apologies that these times are so 

restricted, we hope to offer more days and 

times in the weeks ahead, but the Government 

announced the change of opening date (from 

July to mid-June) very recently, so we have 

been caught a little off guard with regards the 

planned timetable for organising all of this! 

This has not been helped with parish staff being 

furloughed by the Diocese. 

Please also consider which of our usual 

weekday/Sunday Masses you could help to 

Steward so that we can be open for Parish 

Masses when the time comes. If you are able to 

volunteer for this vital stewarding role, and it is 

safe for you to do so, then please let Fr Ross know 

ASAP, ideally by email at: 

eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk with an idea 

of when you would be available and also for which 

of our usual weekday or Sunday masses you could 

be available to help steward. Or, if needs be, write 

it down and it can be delivered by hand via the 

Parish Office at Woolston Presbytery.  

The reopening of both our churches is going to 

take a lot of organisation and administration, but 

we will do our very best during these 

unprecedented times within the constraints and 

guidelines. It won’t be an ideal situation for any of 

us, but a small step towards one! 

In the meantime, let us continue to pray for those 

suffering with the virus, those who are unable to 

return to Church due to health conditions, as well 

as for all those helping on the frontline in the NHS 

and caring & support services, and of course those 

of our parish who have died.  May they rest in 

peace. 

Thank you for your assistance and your patience.  

God bless you all, Fr Ross. 
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ALL PUBLIC MASSES 
ARE CANCELLED  

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Fr Ross will say Mass daily in St Patrick’s 

Church for Intentions at 12 noon. 
 

IMPORTANT PARISH UPDATE 

 

All our Parish Staff have been put on 

Furlough by the Diocese along with the 

majority of the Diocesan Staff on the 

Government Furlough Scheme since the 

lockdown began. However, the way in 

which this scheme operates will change 

from the 1
st

 July allowing the flexibility 

for employers to bring their staff back on 

part-time hours if they wish as we begin 

to recover from lock down. 

For us here this means I am able to bring 

Marion Patient (our two parishes 

secretary) back on half her usual hours 

(the government paying the rest of her 

usual hours) and Niel and Mika back on 

reduced hours (again with the 

government paying the rest of their 

salaries) as some of our Hall Hirers are 

wanting to return from 4th July. 

This is a great relief to me having worked 

flat out through this entire lockdown 

period with limited admin support or 

diocesan support during what became an 

extremely busy, isolated and difficult 

period dealing with complex pastoral 

needs and situations.   

Thank you to everyone for your patience 

during this time of isolation and 

pandemic, let us hope and pray that this 

never happens again. As I said to various 

people this week, I don’t think I want to 

live through another pandemic. 

God bless 

Fr Ross 

 

 

 

Death Announcements 

 

John Ackland RIP (the husband of Christine 
Ackland of Netley Parish) who sadly died on 
Wednesday 3rd June at Countess Mountbatten 
Hospice. Please keep Christine and her family in 
your prayers at this sad time. John’s funeral will 
be on Wednesday 24th June at 1345 in Wessex 
Vale Crematorium with immediate family only. If 
you wish to watch this service live online, please 
email the parish office and ask for the link and 
password. 
 
David Dixon RIP who died on the 21st May and 
whose funeral service will take place on Tuesday 
23rd June at Wessex Vale Crematorium 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Rene Boobyer; Carmel 
Ingram; Rose and Monty Dougherty; John 
Dearlove ; Olive Allison; Hilda White; Sean and 
Nancy  Doyle; Cathy McCann; Cathy Feeley; 
Josephine Byron;  Mary  Curley; Christopher;  
Mary Corbett; June Paris;  Margaret Dunnings  , 
Krystyna Szewczyk, Janine Murphy, Julianna 
Burley;  Daphne Wijesinghe,  Christine Bartlett, 
Margaret Beirne, Sylvia Terry 

 

Support of the Church 
 

Our two churches like other charitable institutions are 
losing vital income at this time through the loss of 
revenue from our weekly collections, hall bookings 
and fundraising activities now that the churches are 
closed.  
 
St Patrick’s Church has been particularly hard hit by 
this and is currently loosing around 60% of its 
monthly income via the plate collection, hall hire and 
other fund raising activities. St Patrick’s outgoings 
are still higher than what we have coming in via 
Standing Orders as we still have to pay our monthly 
loan repayments to the diocese (one for the tower 
repairs and one for a historic loan taken out some 
years ago) and we also have to pay the dreaded 
Diocesan Levy, which currently is around 25% of our 
yearly income based on last year’s income to the 
parish. So we are each month as a result getting 
ourselves more and more into debt. We are of 
course not the only parish church or charity to be in 
this situation, but I want you to be aware of this 
issue as we move to have the St Patrick’s Parish 
Accounts published later in the year. 



A huge thank you to those who recently signed up to 
give via Standing Order to our two parishes and also 
to those who have increased their giving via Standing 
Order, it really is greatly appreciated. If you currently 
give cash via the collection plate in church and are still 
in a position to do so, why not consider giving by 
Standing Order on a weekly or monthly basis. This is 
now very easy to do if you have Internet Banking or a 
Banking App on your smart phone.   
 
Please do remember the Church financially during 
these difficult times if you are able to.  Cheques to the 
parish office are also an option, but state clearly what 
they are for on the back and use the payee details 
below. 
 
SETTING UP A STANDING ORDER 
 
To set up a standing order you will need the following 
account details depending on which Church you wish 
to contribute to and also for what purpose; so the 
reference is important.    
 
You must put your name followed by COLLECTION (for 
your usual weekly collection), SECOND COLLECTION 
for the second collection as stated in the newsletter 
followed by which second collection eg CAFOD, or 
DONATION (to make a one off Donation). 
 
NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
 

 
 

The Rosary Group and Stations of the Cross 
Group are praying at the same time each week in 

their homes as a way of keeping each other in 
prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

As always a big thank you for all your donations 

in the past.   

 

We know that these are trying times for all of us, 

but perhaps we could imagine what it is like in the 

developing world. Basics such as clean water are a 

luxury for many, so trying to battle the COVID-19 

virus in these conditions is especially difficult, if 

not impossible. The poorest and most 

marginalised communities will be pushed even 

further into poverty.   

 

Your prayers and gifts are needed now more than 

ever; to protect the lives of those in poor 

communities.  Whilst we are not able to hold 

physical collections in our churches, you can 

donate as individuals at: 

cafod.org.uk/coronavirusappeal.   

 

Please also sign the CAFOD Petition to the Prime 

Minister which urges the cancellation of debt for 

the poorest countries and sharing of a vaccine 

when it is developed https://e-

activist.com/page/59334/petition/1 

 

God bless you and thank you 

 

Mary Taylor (Our Parish Cafod Representative) 

 

 

Mass-by-Phone 

Mass by phone from Middlesbrough 

diocese allows you to listen to Mass 

by telephone. Mass is recorded every 

Sunday at St. Mary’s Cathedral and 

remains available all week.  

The number to call is an ordinary 

geographic ‘landline’ number, 01642 

130120. Calls are charged at normal 

rates and free if in your included 

minutes. 
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THE DIOCESAN PRAYER AND LISTENING SERVICE  
 

Prayer and listening to God is a vital part of our 
everyday life, but sometimes it is difficult to pray 
when we are exhausted or in stressful situations or 
by ourselves. The diocese has created a team with 
experience in both praying with others and in 
spiritual listening, all of the volunteers are trained 
in this service and have been through the essential 
safeguarding training and other requirements. 

They are offering a service where people fill in a 
short form on the diocese website requesting a 
phone call of 10—15 minutes usually. 
Additionally, they are asking key workers if they 
would like to give them their name and work 
place and we will pray for them by name each 
day. Please go to the home page of the diocese 
website and under “Coronavirus” you can click on 
a box called “Prayer Support”. For more 
information, email Clare Simpson on 
csimpson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or Website 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-
support 
 

 

Spiritual aspects as home 
 

 Create a ‘sacred space’ (crucifix, statue, 
bible etc) to focus prayer 

 Read all or some of the Sunday scripture 
readings (obtain ‘Magnificat’ booklet OR 
access ‘Universalis’ on line at 
https://us.magnificat.net/free  

 Recite the Rosary 

 Access the Diocesan Website for ideas and 
for links to live Masses: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

 www.churchservices.tv/ 

 From Catholic Bishops Website: 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-
work/health-social-care/coronavirus-
guidelines/online-mass-directory/ 

 From CAFOD for children: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-
s-liturgy 

 Anne Davies has produced a Taize Prayer 
Session which can be found at: 
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AsXnTH3MWPdOllT-
3MiogAJEkh6x?e=AOxujw 

 

 

 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES 
SADLY POSTPONED 

When we suspended the First Communion 

sessions back in March we had no idea as to 

how long the lockdown would last. At present 

no confirmed dates have been given by the 

government as to when Churches and other 

religious buildings can re-open, though July 

looks like a distinct possibility, and when they 

do re-open strict social distancing will be in 

place which will limit numbers of people 

allowed in church greatly, may be as low as 

15 to 20 people at one time. Like the schools, 

things will not automatically go back to 

normal. There's a lot of work being done to 

organise how the return to private prayer and 

the worship of the Mass will happen with the 

social distance requirements. 

This means that suggested First 

Communion Masses that had been 

arranged cannot happen during July, 

August or September. 

New dates will be rearranged. Obviously the 

children need to complete their preparations 

too, which means we need to resume sessions. 

At the moment that is not possible. It would 

be sensible to restart sessions in the new 

school term (in September - if all things are 

well). We will send out dates for the sessions 

in the very near future. 

Obviously Fr Ross and his team need as much 

help as possible to organise the opening of the 

Church in a safe and sensible way - if you can 

help please do let Fr Ross know through the 

parish office email. 

Thank you for your continuing patience and 

support during these very uncertain times. 

God bless you 

Angela Wood and her team Catechists in 

consultation with Fr Ross. 
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Mass Intentions 

 

Thank you to those who have popped Mass 

Intentions through the presbytery door or online 

at this past week. It means a lot to be saying 

Mass for the intentions of Parishioners during this 

time of isolation. 

 

There are now Mass intentions booked for the 

whole of June and the first half of July in the 

parish mass diary. The remainder of July does not 

currently have many Mass intentions booked in 

the diary. So if you wish to book a Mass Intention 

for July please do so in the usual way, shown 

below in red ink. 

 

Mass Intentions will be said as scheduled for each day but 

‘behind closed doors’ (congregation not allowed!) So be 
assured that ‘your’ intention will be offered. If you still want 
Masses offered for intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office by telephone, email, post or by posting your 
intention and donation through the Presbytery door in 
Woolston.  Mass donations and Second Collections can now 
be made on line by a one off payment via internet banking 
using the details shown further on in the newsletter below. 
 
Mass intentions into early July with Saints Days included.  

 
Saturday 20th June – The Immaculate Heart of Mary – John 
Ackland RIP (CA) 
Sunday 21st June – TWELFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME- 
For the People of the Parishes  
Tuesday 23rd June – ST ETHELDREDA – Mrs O’Hare RIP (MF) 
Wednesday 24th June – THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE 
BAPTIST – Margaret Redpath RIP 
Thursday 25th June – Mary Teresa Thomas RIP (KM) 
Friday 26th June - John Ackland RIP (CA) 
Saturday 27th June – ST CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA – Marget 
Mogg RIP 
Sunday 28th June – ST PETER AND ST PAUL (Solemnity) 
The People of the Parishes (BL) 
Tuesday 30th June – For Emilia Cirino on her 12th Birthday 
and blessings for the year ahead (KC) 
Wednesday 1st July – ST OLIVER PLUNKETT – Teresa and 
Michael Cunningham RIP (MT) 
Thursday 2nd July – Reginald Frank Prichard RIP (C&HB) 
Friday 3rd July – ST THOMAS (feast) – For the wellbeing of 
Johnny Boyes-Sturrock on his 85th Birthday for the 1st June 
(C&HB) 
Saturday 4th July – For Emily Knight on her 6th Birthday and 
blessings for the year ahead (C&HB) 
Sunday 5th July – FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME – For the wellbeing of the people of our Parishes 
Tuesday 7th July – Kathleen Adamson RIP FM 
Wednesday 8th July – Ann Gabbott RIP FM 
Thursday 9th July – John Isherwood Gabbott RIP (LB) 
Friday 10th July – For  all those who mourn loved one lost 
during the pandemic (B&ML) 
Saturday 11th July – ST BENEDICT (feast) – Celia Moore RIP 
(CI) 
Sunday 12th July – FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-
For the People of both our Parishes (B&ML) 
 

A very positive Parish Audit Report 
 

You may remember that some months ago our two 

parishes were randomly chosen to have their 

accounts and financial procedures audited by an 

external auditing company on behalf of the 

diocese. They came for a couple of days and went 

over the books and the procedures we have in 

place. I finally received the report from the 

auditors this week and they were very pleased 

with what they saw and were extremely positive in 

their feedback to us and the diocese about the 

accounting procedures we have in place.  

 

I will feed this report back to our excellent finance 

committee when we next meet and I would like to 

thank Marion Jarrett and Marian Patient for their 

input whilst the auditors were here. 

 

Whilst on the subject of the accounts, it was my 

intention to produce the parish accounts for St 

Patrick’s Parish for public viewing during Lent, as 

we did with the Annunciation Parish accounts 

earlier in the year, but the COVID 19 Pandemic 

put a stop to this. John Sowerby (chair of our joint 

parishes finance committee) and Marion Jarrett 

were working on this but the pandemic put a break 

on their work. Rest assured that these accounts 

will be produced for all to see once the Pandemic 

is over. I am sure you are aware by now that I 

firmly believe in transparency and that you have a 

right to know what your donations to the parish 

are being spent on and that you are aware of our 

real financial position, debt and all!  
 

 

Lucky the parish cat has continues to enjoy herself 
amidst the chaos being caused by COVID-19. She 
apologises for not being able to write a Lucky the 
Cat writes this week, but she has been rather busy 
helping Fr Ross with some rather urgent issues that 
have arisen this week and she has been assisting 
Dave, Anne and Irene with the various risk 
assessments and planning, so her free time has been 
rather short. She was also locked in Church by Fr 
Ross whilst saying her prayers which did not help the 
situation. Some recent photos of Lucky from the top 
down: Lucky resting having just moved loads of 
chairs in St Patrick’s; Lucky checking that all the 
chairs are two metres apart; Lucky recovering from 
being locked in Church; St Patrick’s Church on 
Corpus Christi Sunday. 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


