
 
 

Fr Ross writes… 

 

I trust you are keeping well and safe during these difficult days of Covid-19 and Social 

Distancing and Isolation. All of us, judging from the phones call and emails I have 

received lately, are experiencing challenges at this time and they are different challenges 

for each of us.  

 

Every season has its blessings or its curses, so I am going to write about my experiences 

as a priest in lock-down. In many ways I have been blessed during this time, always start 

with the positives an Ofsted Inspector once told me. I live alone so am not cooped up in 

the same house as others 24/7 which I know for some is a challenge, I have a garden I 

can sit out in and Lucky the cat kept me company during the recent balmy weather. I 

have very good neighbours who I chat to over the fence each day namely Mrs Friel 

(Deputy Head), Kathy (Yr. 6 tutor) and Tina who are running St Patrick’s School for the 

children of key workers. My routine has become more monastic as I spend more time 

praying the Divine Office interspersed with office work, pastoral work, house work, 

gardening and a walk each day. Deacon Peter and Melinda telephone to see how I am two 

or three times a week as do Eddy and Flora Vales who are my nearest residential 

neighbours. I am very grateful also to Monsignor Canon Vincent Harvey for his support at 

this time, particularly with some of the more difficult pastoral situations I have been 

faced with lately. 

 

Priests are of course human beings and persons! I know that can sometimes seem a bit 

of shock to people, but we are human beings like everyone else warts and all. Priests 

have feelings and emotions and of course have their own struggles during this time of 

isolation, so now for the curses. As a priest so much of my time is spent in the presence 

of others. So I miss you my dear parishioners and the two very different parish 

communities I am responsible for. I struggle saying Mass in an empty church, though 

Lucky the cat has taken to coming to Mass in recent times, though he does get somewhat 

distracted (so he must be a Catholic). 

 

I miss the parish staff, Marion P, Marion J, Neil and Mika who do so much behind the 

scenes and in many ways form part of my household during the week and give me 

company and a confidential ear. It has been a mammoth task responding to all the emails 

and phone calls as they come in during their Furlough and I find computers and the 

internet challenging as they are not my forte and sitting at a computer for any length of 

time does my head in. I miss my school communities of St George College and St 

Patrick’s School, though I am as I said before able to chat to some of the staff and 

students of St Patrick’s School over the fence most days, as we check up on each other.  

 

Then rather sadly much of my pastoral work now is focused on those who are dying and 

the arrangements of funerals, which is of course part of a priests’ ministry but it is 

normally interspersed with happier occasions such as Baptisms, Children’s Masses, 

Parish Masses, Coffee mornings etc.   

 

Then as a person (priest hat off) I miss seeing my friends and my parents. As many of 

you know my parents and my entire extended family are all based on the Isle of Wight 

(we are an old island family stretching back into the midst of time) and I usually pop over 

once or twice a month to see them. I miss meeting up with my friends for meals out or a 



drink down at the pub to let off steam and have a laugh about what I experience as a 

priest.  

 

I know at this time that some of you would wish me to be a celebrity online priest who is 

all singing and all dancing in front of the camera, as so many are now in the online 

world. But I am afraid that is not me. I do what I can, I work very long hours, but I can 

only do what I can do. When God was handing out the gift of charisma, computer skills, 

good looks and celebrity personalities; well I was sitting under the Tree of Knowledge 

reading a book with a cup of tea. I can only get through what I can get through in the run 

of a day, but I am here working and ministering as best I can in this awful situation which 

has been thrust upon us all.   

 

There is also a great inequality in the wider Church as you may have noticed when it 

comes to finances, resources and online presence. Bigger parish churches or those in 

wealthy areas have a lot more money and resources available to them and they are able 

to be that all singing and all dancing church that we might like to be, with paid youth 

workers, pastoral assistants, people with social media knowhow and the equipment to go 

with it, and many young dynamic assistant priests who have more time to do things as 

the Parish Priest gets on with the more time consuming management of the Parish.  

 

We in Netley and Woolston do what we can, with the resources that we have and do you 

know what - we are doing wonderfully well. People feel supported by the phones calls 

they receive from other parishioners, church volunteers and the parish clergy. People feel 

that we are looking out for each other, that we are caring for each other and that we are 

praying for each other and at the heart of this is the Parish Mass being said daily on your 

behalf by the Parish Priest with your intentions at its centre. 

 

During this time of pandemic, crisis and isolation we need to continue reaching out to 

people with Christian love and charity and we need to continue talking to Jesus in prayer. 

This is a difficult time and Jesus knows this. Talk to him in prayer, tell him how you feel, 

be honest and upfront and uphold the community you are living and working in with 

prayer! Prayer is the answer, particularly if you are at home and unable to get out. One of 

the things we can all do is pray and minister to our neighbour as Christians. Keep going, 

be strong and as the Queen rightly said: “We will meet again.” 

 

 

God bless you all 

 

 

Fr Ross 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

Saturday 25th April/Sunday 26th April 2020 
 

A Happy 50 Days of Easter Festivities to you! 

 

 

 
ALL PUBLIC MASSES 

ARE CANCELLED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Fr Ross will say Mass daily in St Patrick’s 
Church for Intentions at 12 noon. 

 

 
 

 
 Many congratulations to Mike and Betty Lucas 
(from Netley) who celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on 18th April 2020.    May 
God continue to bless you both on this 
significant anniversary and thank you for your 
witness of Christian Marriage.  A Mass of 
Celebration will be held for Mike and Betty after 
the COVID-19 pandemic has passed. 
 

 

 

      
 
The Rosary Group and Stations of the Cross Group are 
praying at the same time each week in their homes as 

a way of keeping each other in prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death Announcements 

 

Ramsing Nursing RIP, the husband of Joy Nursing. 
Joy attends and serves Mass at the Saturday 
evening Mass in St Patrick’s. Ramsing died in 
March and his funeral service was taken by Fr 
Ross at Wessex Vale Crematorium on 15th April 
with immediate family only. We keep Joy and her 
family in our prayers at this time.  
 
Mrs Sheila Craft RIP who died on the 8th April. 
Funeral to be held at Wessex Vale Crematorium 
on Tuesday 5th May 2020. Immediate family only. 
 
Anne Guthrie RIP (Daughter of Ted Elmore) who 
died on Saturday 18th April after a long battle 
with cancer. We keep Ted and Anne’s family in 
our prayers at this sad time. 
 

 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Carmel 
Ingram;  John Ackland;  Rose and Monty  Dougherty; John 
Dearlove ; Olive Allison; Hilda White; Sean and Nancy  
Doyle; Cathy McCann; Cathy Feeley; Josephine Byron;  
Mary  Curley; Christopher;  Mary Corbett; June Paris;   
Margaret Kavanagh;  Margaret Dunnings  , Krystyna 
Szewczyk, Janine Murphy, Julianna Burley;  Daphne 
Wijesinghe,  Christine Bartlett, Margaret Beirne, Sylvia 
Terry. 
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Mass Intentions 

 

Thank you to those who have popped Mass 

Intentions through the presbytery door or online 

at this difficult time. It means a lot to be saying 

Mass for the intentions of Parishioners during this 

time of isolation. 

 

From the 18
th

 May there are currently no Mass 

intentions booked in the diary. So if you wish to 

book a Mass Intention please do so in the usual 

way, shown below in red ink. 

 

Mass Intentions will be said as scheduled for each day but 

‘behind closed doors’ (congregation not allowed!) So be 
assured that ‘your’ intention will be offered. If you still want 
Masses offered for intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office by telephone, email, post or by posting your 
intention and donation through the Presbytery door in 
Woolston, whilst out on your daily exercise of course.  
Mass donations and Second Collections can now be made 
on line by a one off payment via internet banking using the 
details shown further on in the newsletter below. 
 

Mass intentions into the middle of May with Saints Days 
 

Saturday 25th April -  ST MARK 
Patrick and Mary Culnane RIP 
Sunday 26th April – Derek Wakefield RIP 
Monday 27th April – Wellbeing of Johnny Boyes-Sturrock 
Tues 28th April – ST LOUIS DE MONTFORT 
Anne Guthrie RIP (CI) 
Wed 29th April – ST CATHERINE OF SIENA 
Irene Chapman for kindness shown (CI) 
Thursday 30th April – Deenagh Bonner RIP and wellbeing of 
Justine, Beckie, Laura and Mark 
Friday 1st May – Margaret Jamieson RIP 
Saturday 2nd May – ST ATHANASIUS 
John Henry Sketcher RIP 
Sunday 3rd May - FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
Bridget Murrey RIP 
Monday 4th May -  THE ENGLISH MARTYRS (1535-1680) 
Intentions of the Ingram Family (CI) 
Tuesday 5th May – For the Holy Souls (CI) 
Wednesday 6th May – Wellbeing of John Ackland (CA) 
Thursday 7th May – In Thanksgiving of 64th Wedding 
Anniversary of Marie & Ray L’Enfant (ML) 
Friday 8th May – Margaret and Gerry Weatherstone RIP  
Saturday 9th May – Ramsing Nursing RIP 
Sunday 10th May – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Wellbeing of John Ackland 
Monday 11th May - Eddie Moyles RIP  
Tuesday 12th May –Julienne Parker RIP 
Wednesday 13th May – OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Janet Adamson RIP (AS) 
Thursday 14th May – ST MATTHIAS 
Anne Guthrie RIP (AS) 
Friday 15th May –  
Saturday 16th May 
Sunday 17th May- SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Silvio Cirino RIP (ANNIVERSARY) 

 

Easter Offering for Fr Ross 
 
A massive thank you also to those who left 
Easter Eggs outside the presbytery door on 
Easter Sunday morning. It made me feel that I 
was not forgotten during this time of isolation. I 
am slowly making my way through them.  
 
A huge thank you also to those of you who 
managed to post me an Easter Card and/or an 
offering through the presbytery door or online, 
it was very kind and thoughtful of you thinking 
of me at this time.  
 
Should you still wish to make an Easter Offering to 
your isolated priest then it is not too late. The Easter 
Offering forms a substantial part of the priest’s 
personal yearly income, along with the Christmas 
Collection, upon which he depends for his survival.   
Easter did not happen this year publically within our 
usual full Easter Churches.  
 
The Easter Offering can be paid direct into the 
Parishes bank accounts, details below, by setting up 
on-line one-off payments from your bank.   Cheques 
to the parish office is also a possibility for those 
without internet banking – cheques should be made 
payable to Fr Ross Bullock. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.  Fr Ross. 
 
NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘Fr Ross’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘Fr Ross’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Prayer for use at this time of Coronavirus 

 
Lord Jesus, you came that we might have life in all its 
fullness.  
 
In this time of sickness and the fear of sickness, give 
me: 
The health of mind – that I might seek out wise 
guidance and act upon it;  
The health of body – that will enable me to serve you 
and those around me;  
The health of spirit – that my soul rests in the secure 
knowledge that there is nothing that can separate me 
from the Father’s love.  
Give me the grace to share your peace – that peace 
the world cannot give.  Amen 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this 

Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all 

things and I passionately desire to receive You into 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so 

that I may unite myself wholly to You now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIOCESAN PRAYER AND LISTENING SERVICE  
 

Prayer and listening to God is a vital part of our 
everyday life, but sometimes it is difficult to pray 
when we are exhausted or in stressful situations or 
by ourselves. The diocese has created a team with 
experience in both praying with others and in 
spiritual listening, all of the volunteers are trained 
in this service and have been through the essential 
safeguarding training and other requirements. 

They are offering a service where people fill in a 
short form on the diocese website requesting a 
phone call of 10—15 minutes usually. 
Additionally, they are asking key workers if they 
would like to give them their name and work 
place and we will pray for them by name each 
day. Please go to the home page of the diocese 
website and under “Coronavirus” you can click on 
a box called “Prayer Support”. For more 
information, email Clare Simpson on 
csimpson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or Website 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-
support 

 

 
Parish Office is closed to visitors BUT contact can be 
made via the Parish Office telephone number or 
email, see the parish website: 
www.eastsidechurch.co.uk . Please be aware that as 
from Friday 3rd April the office will only be staffed by 
Fr Ross as and when he is free to do so as all paid staff 
are now on furlough 
 
 

 

Spiritual aspects as home 
 

 Create a ‘sacred space’ (crucifix, statue, bible etc) 
to focus prayer 

 Read all or some of the Sunday scripture readings 
(obtain ‘Magnificat’ booklet OR access ‘Universalis’ 
on line at https://us.magnificat.net/free  

 Recite the Rosary 
 Access the Diocesan Website for ideas and for links 

to live Masses: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

 www.churchservices.tv/ 

 From CAFOD for children: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

 

Lucky sends a kind wish to all the parishioners of 
St Patrick’s and Annunciation parishes.   He is very well and 
enjoying the sunshine.   He enjoys joining Fr Ross in the 
garden when he is gardening. Lucky is now coming to Mass 
on a regular basis, though she does get rather distracted. 
Lucky says: Keep safe and well everyone and thank you for 
your donations. 

 

Support Network for our parishioners isolated at 

home. 

 

I have asked Irene Chapman (St Patrick’s) and Di 

Olsen (Annunciation) to co-ordinate for me a support 

network for those isolated at home during this difficult 

time. We now have a team of volunteers including 

Deacon Peter and Fr Ross who have a group of people 

they call by ‘phone each week to give social contact, 

assure them of our prayers and to identify any need 

they may be struggling with.  We have created a list of 

those now isolated at home who would benefit from 

this support.  If you or someone you know would like 

to be on this list please contact the parish office at 

eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 023 8044 8671 

to give us details. 

 

Support in the wider community. 

https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-support
http://www.eastsidechurch.co.uk/
https://us.magnificat.net/free
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/
http://www.churchservices.tv/
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
mailto:eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


 

Southampton City Council has set up a volunteering 

website: 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-

covid19/i-need-help.aspx              

So if you know anyone wanting to volunteer for the 

wider community you could point them that way. 

There is also the ‘Love Southampton’ website for 

volunteers OR those seeking help: 

http://www.lovesouthampton.org.uk/?LMCL=jeu4IO 

Also Communicare who are looking at ‘befrienders’ 

and other areas: 

www.communicareinsouthampton.org.uk 

Hound Parish Council also has support networks in 

place at 

https://www.houndparishcouncil.gov.uk/covid19.html 

Eastleigh Borough Council also has support networks: 

https://www.eastleigh.gov.uk/ 

 

 

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING 

 

(please keep aside or donate by Standing Order) 

 

Second collections  

Next weekend’s second collection is for the clergy 

training fund 
 

St Patrick’s Fundraising for March totals £360.80 MAKING  

 

A RUNNING TOTAL UNTIL THE END OF MARCH £1256.60 

 

Thank you to Sylvia and her team for all their efforts in 

fundraising and for parishioners who support them. 

 

A joke from Deacon Peter during these Covid 
times: 
 
Bishops are reminded during this current situation 
to wear only one hat, after all, they have to 
remain 2 mitres apart! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Support of the Church:   
 
Our two churches like other charitable institutions are 
losing vital income at this time through the loss of revenue 
from our weekly collections, hall bookings and fundraising 
activities now that the churches are closed.    
 
A huge thank you to those who currently give to our two 
churches via Standing Order, it really is greatly appreciated.   
If you currently give cash via the collection plate in church 
and are still in a position to do so, why not consider giving 
by Standing Order on a weekly or monthly basis.   This is 
now very easy to do if you have Internet Banking or a 
Banking App on your smart phone.   You can also set up a 
Standing Order in person or by post using the forms 
attached to the Newsletter.   
 
Please do remember the Church financially during these 
difficult times if you are able to.   Cheques to the parish 
office are also an option, but state clearly what they are for 
on the back and use the payee details below. 
 
SETTING UP A STANDING ORDER 
 
To set up a standing order you will need the following 
account details depending on which Church you wish to 
contribute to and also for what purpose; so the reference is 
important.    
 
You must put your name followed by COLLECTION (for your 
usual weekly collection), SECOND COLLECTION (for the 
second collection as stated in the newsletter followed by 
which second collection eg CAFOD. 
DONATION (one off Donation) ‘FR ROSS’ (Easter Collection) 
 

NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
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