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PUBLIC MASSES CANCELLED 

 
It is with a heavy heart that I have 

decided to suspend all public masses 

and services from Monday 13th 

January provisionally for two weeks 

due to high case rates of Covid-19 in 

the geographical bounds of our two 

parishes.  

 

This will be reviewed in time for next 

week’s newsletter. 

 

Masses will be said in private each 

day (no congregation) with any 

Mass intentions being said at that 

time 
 

LOCKDOWN 3 

It is with a heavy heart that I have decided to 

close both our Parish Churches for two weeks 

from Monday 11th January due to the continuing 

steep rise in the positive case numbers of 

COVID-19 within the geographical bounds of 

the parishes of Woolston and Netley. The 

Diocese is supporting me with this decision and 

I know that many other churches in the Diocese 

remain closed at this time. 

I will review the situation as we reach the end of 

this coming week in time for the next newsletter, 

giving a week’s advance notice for those 

wishing to book a place at weekend Masses. My 

decision will be based on the local case numbers 

of Covid-19 which mercifully appear to now be  

 

falling in Itchen and Woolston, with a slight rise 

in Weston and Netley. 

 

A number of parish churches across the Diocese 

and nationally have also closed temporarily 

based on local case numbers, which I feel is a 

much better solution to a nationwide ban on 

public worship.  

 

So for now I would rather you stay at home 

where you can as we enter into the final stage of 

this pandemic with only a few weeks to go 

before our more vulnerable members get the 

vaccine into their arms. 

I maintain that both our churches are safe 

spaces, but it is almost impossible to stop people 

from mingling and chatting before and after 

Mass because it is so natural for us as Catholics 

and also as human beings to want to chat and 

mingle. This is something the virus also loves us 

to do, so let’s be prudent, let us be cautious and 

soon, very soon we will be free to mingle and 

have a good catch up as we always did. We are 

reaching the end of this pandemic and I am 

hoping that we can reopen ASAP. 

God bless you all, Fr Ross 

STAY AT HOME 

Approximately 1 in 3 people who 

have coronavirus have no 

symptoms and could be spreading 

it without realising it. 

 

Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ 
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Advent and Christmas thanks 

 

A massive thank you to all those who worked 

so tirelessly behind the scenes to make our 

real time and online Advent and Christmas 

Masses and Services go so smoothly. An 

especial thanks this year to our lovely 

stewards who do so much to make our 

churches Covid-safe environments. 

 

Thank you to our musicians and singers from 

Netley Parish for their carol recordings and 

also to St Patrick’s School Choir for their 

lovely pre-recorded carols which were a joy to 

listen to over Christmas.  

 

Thank you to those who cleaned and 

decorated our two parish churches for Advent 

and Christmas making them so beautiful with 

advent wreaths, flowers, decorations, crib 

scenes, Christmas trees and lights.  

 

Thank you to Jonathan Terry Funeral 

Directors for the St Patrick’s Christmas tree 

which they put up and decorated for us.  

 

Thank you to our sacristans, repository, 

cleaners and washers of church linen etc. etc. 

We could not function without our volunteers 

so a huge thank you to our volunteers. 

 

 

 

A word of thanks from Fr Ross 

 

Thank you to those of you who have kindly 

given me such lovely cakes, food items and 

gifts over the Christmas period, many being of 

the homemade variety and absolutely 

delicious, but not so good for my ever 

expanding waist line  

 

Thank you also to those who have contributed 

to the Christmas Collection which supports 

my ongoing mission and work here in our two 

parishes, this is more greatly appreciated than 

ever as there was no formal Easter Collection 

due to lockdown in 2020.  

 

 

Supporting our local Covid 

Vaccination Programme 

The 8 front side car parking spaces of St 

Patrick’s Church (Portsmouth Road 

entrance car park) are not to be used by 

parishioners on a Tuesday, Wednesday or 

Thursday from now on as I have given these 

8 spaces over for the sole use of the medical 

staff administering the COVID Vaccinations 

from 8am – 6pm in the nearby St Peter’s 

Doctors Surgery Car Park (which means the 

medical staff have nowhere to park).  

 

This is our way of helping the local 

community with the vaccination program and 

ensuring the medical staff can park easily and 

not be delayed in their vital work for want of 

parking. If you need disabled parking, please 

park in front of my car whilst Mass is taking 

place (room for two cars) on a Wednesday 

morning.  

 

Everyone else to park in the Church Hall 

Car park at the rear of the Church 

(Porchester Road entrance) if coming to 

Mass on a Wednesday morning, which is 

the only flash point for parking out of those 

days the medical staff need parking. 
 

 

 

  TODAY is PEACE SUNDAY 
and this year Pope Francis asks us to think about 
‘A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace’.   In this 
country we have an active Catholic peace 
movement in Pax Christi.  Their website suggests 
many ways we can all promote peace in our daily 
lives.  Go to https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-
sunday-2021/ 
 
Pax Christi needs our support to keep going.  If 
you would like to make a donation, small or large, 
here is the link: 
https://tinyuri.com/yxfcw67x or by cheque made 
payable to Pax Christi. 
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 Next Weekend 23rd/24th  January the 
second collection is in support of the Cathedral in 
Portsmouth.    Due to the lockdown and the 
restrictions imposed a ‘Give as you Live’ page has 
been created to enable you to donate online at: 
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/cat
hedral-annual-appeal  
We are aware that these are difficult times for us 
all, but please give generously to support your 
cathedral, gift aiding your donation wherever 
possible.  If you would prefer to save your 
donation until Masses are reinstated in St 
Patrick’s and Annunciation then we will send the 
collection to the Cathedral in the usual way. 
Thank you 
 

 

White Flower Appeal 2021 - the Society for the 
Protection of Unborn children (SPUC)  
COLLECTION TOTAL:  St. Patrick’s: £84.35,  
Annunciation: £68.20 

 

 January:  Piotr Brendzel (16 Jan); 
Dorothy Bellamy (23Jan) 

 Mass Intentions and Anniversaries:  
Deenagh Bonner RIP; Tony Lawrence RIP;  Barbara 
Susan Waas RIP (Anni 8 Jan); Bertie O’Rahilly RIP 
 

  PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
Melinda Silsbury (recovering at home after a fall); 

Rose and Monty Dougherty; Anne Jack; Carmel 
Ingram; John Dearlove; Olive Allison; Hilda White; 
Sean and Nancy Doyle; Cathy McCann; Mary Curley; 
Mary Corbett; June Paris; Margaret Dunnings; Janine 
Murphy; Julianna Burley; Daphne Wijesinghe; 
Christine Bartlett; Margaret Beirne;  Terry Hutchinson; 
little Louis Knight; 
 

The Baptism of George and Theodore 
Lindsey on 30th January  has been postponed to 
another date. 

 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AND FUNERAL NOTICES 
 

Joe Smith RIP who died on Boxing Day.  

Requiem Mass on Tuesday 26th January at 

11.00 am followed by burial at St Mary Extra 

Cemetery.  Invited mourners only.  Our 

thoughts and prayers are with his family and 

many friends. 

 

Maura Wilkinson RIP whose funeral Service 

is at Wessex Vale Crematorium on Friday 22nd 

January at 10.45 am.   Our thoughts and 

prayers are with her family at this sad time. 

 

Leonard Jarvis RIP brother of Anne Wilson 

from Annunciation parish.   Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Anne and her family at this 

sad time 

 

Sylvia Terry RIP mother of Jonathan Terry 

the Funeral Director.   Our thoughts and 

prayers are with Jonathan and his family at 

this sad time. 
 

 

 

  Join as a Street Pastor and 
show God’s love where it’s needed most. 
 
Our teams have been patrolling the 
streets of Southampton offering 
reassurance, safety and support through 
listening, caring and helping.  With the 
growth and requests for patrols we are in 
need of more volunteers for night-time 
patrols.  To gain an insight into what it is 
to be a street pastor, why not come on an 
observation with a patrol.  To book a 
convenient date contact the office: Tel: 
023 8033 3387, email: 
southampton@streetpastors.org.uk; 
Website: southamptonstreetpastors.org- 
application form available. 

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/cathedral-annual-appeal
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AN URGENT APPEAL FROM THE 

FOOD BANKS 

 
 

We have been asked by the local food 

banks to bring to the attention of our 

parishioners the desperate need they are 

in to supply food and toiletries to the local 

community. 

 

During the closure of our churches and if 

you feel you are able to give please save 

your donations until the churches reopen.  

Thank you 
 

 

Lucky’s news 
 

Well this week I have been having a really 

lazy week, Fr Ross was supposed to be 

going on his post-Christmas holiday, but 

due to lockdown he has been here having a 

short ‘staycation’! This is great for me as I 

don’t have to wait for Marion or Niel to 

feed me each day and can stay inside in the 

warm. 

 

Fr Ross thought it would be a good idea to 

get on with some gardening to prepare for 

the Spring and Summer months ahead and 

we have had a lovely time. Fr Ross digs and 

I later manure on the freshly dug soil. 

 

Fr Ross also went to the local garden 

centre to use some of the Garden Vouchers 

he was given and bought seeds and roses to 

prepare for the year ahead.   

 

We’ve had a couple of unwanted visitors to 

the garden  - a fox and another cat, (not 

my friend) they are obviously looking to 

see if I leave any titbits out.     

 

There is also a new bird feeder on the 

washing line and the local robins come and 

enjoy the seeds.  I am now too old to start 

chasing them off! 

 

Fr Ross’s collection of seeds 

 
 

Fr Ross unearthed a long forgotten path… 

 



The beginnings of a small Rose garden 

 
 

 
Lucky having a well earned rest 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
 
Thank you to those who have popped Mass 
Intentions into the post box or on line recently.  It 
means a lot to be saying Mass for the Intentions 
of Parishioners during this time.  There are NO 
dates left for Intentions in January and February 
is filling up quickly.  If you wish to book a Mass 
Intention please do so in the usual way, shown 
below in red ink. 
 
If you want a Mass offered for intentions, please 
contact the Parish Office by telephone, email, 
post or putting your intention and donation into 
the Presbytery post box in Woolston. 
 
Mass donations and Second collections can now 
be made on line by a one-off payment via 
Internet banking using the details shown further 
on in the Newsletter. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY WITH SAINTS 

DAYS INCLUDED. 
 

During the suspension of Public Masses all Mass 
Intentions will be said privately 
 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 16th January -  The Repose of the Soul of 
Sylvia Terry RIP 
Sunday 17th January -  The Repose of the Soul of 
Gunter Phillips RIP (MC) 
Sunday 17th January - The Repose of the Soul of 
Ray L’Enfant RIP (ML’E) 
 
Tuesday 19th January –  St Wulstan - Wellbeing of 
Betty and Mick Lucas (N&SD) 
Wednesday 20th January –  St Fabian - The 
Repose of the Soul of Barbara Susan Waas RIP 
(AW) 
Thursday 21st January – St Agnes - The wellbeing 
of Di and Anna Olsen (N&SD) 
Friday 22nd January - St Vincent - The Repose of 
the Soul of Bertie O’Rahilly RIP (D&EB) 
 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 23rd January – Fr Andrew O’Sullivan 
SMA – 60th Anniversary of his priestly ordination 
(NC) 
Sunday 24th January – John Ackland RIP (CA) 
Sunday 24th January – Joe Smith RIP (Anon) 



Support of the Church 
 

Our two churches like other charitable 
institutions are losing vital income at this time 
through the loss of revenue from our weekly 
collections, hall bookings and fundraising 
activities now that the churches are closed.  
 
St Patrick’s Church has been particularly 
hard hit by this and is currently loosing 
around 60% of its monthly income via the 
plate collection, hall hire and other fund 
raising activities. St Patrick’s outgoings are 
still higher than what we have coming in via 
Standing Orders as we still have to pay our 
monthly loan repayments to the diocese 
(one for the tower repairs and one for a 
historic loan taken out some years ago) and 
we also have to pay the dreaded Diocesan 
Levy, which currently is set at 25% of our 
yearly income based on last year’s total 
income to the parish. So we are as a result 
getting ourselves more and more into debt 
by around £1400 per month. We are of 
course not the only parish church or charity 
to be in this situation, but I want you to be 
aware of this issue as we move to have the 
St Patrick’s Parish Accounts published later 
in the year. 
 

A huge thank you to those who recently 
signed up to give via Standing Order to our 
two parishes and also to those who have 
increased their giving via Standing Order, it 
really is greatly appreciated. If you currently 
give cash via the collection plate in church 
and are still in a position to do so, why not 
consider giving by Standing Order on a weekly 
or monthly basis. This is now very easy to do 
if you have Internet Banking or a Banking App 
on your smart phone.   
 
Please do remember the Church financially 
during these difficult times if you are able to.  
Cheques to the parish office are also an 
option, but state clearly what they are for on 
the back and use the payee details below. 
 

SETTING UP A STANDING ORDER 
 

To set up a standing order you will need the 
following account details depending on which 
Church you wish to contribute to and also for 
what purpose; so the reference is important.    
 
You must put your name followed by 
COLLECTION (for your usual weekly collection), 
SECOND COLLECTION for the second collection 
as stated in the newsletter followed by which 
second collection eg CAFOD, or DONATION (to 
make a one off Donation). 
 
NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
 
Sort Code:  30-93.04  
Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE 
ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by 
‘MASS’ or ‘COLLECTION’ or ‘SECOND 
COLLECTION’ or ‘FR ROSS XMAS’ for the 
Christmas collection. 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
 
Sort Code: 30-93-04           
Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST 
PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by 
‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or ‘FR 
ROSS XMAS’ for the Christmas collection. 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we 
would never contact you directly asking for 
your account details or passwords. 
 

 

 


