
 

Fr Ross writes ……………… 

 

 

This Sunday is Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week which this year because of 

the Covid-19 outbreak will not be a public celebration, so as to limit the spread of the 

virus and to protect our most vulnerable in society, to save lives and to save the NHS 

from being overwhelmed.   In Europe this is probably the first time a public celebration of 

Easter has not taken place since the days of Roman Imperial persecution.   In the UK this 

will be the first time Easter has not been celebrated publically in living memory and for 

Catholics possibly since penal times when Catholicism was banned by the protestant 

government.   This I know will be very sad and emotional for all of us and as a priest I 

can think of nothing worse than celebrating the Holy Week liturgies by myself without my 

joint parishes family.   We do indeed live in strange times. 

The past two weeks have been without a doubt the most difficult I have ever experienced 

as a priest.   First we had the suspension of public masses and liturgies, then the lock 

down and the closure of all churches and schools for the foreseeable future, along with 

that a final scrambled together end of school liturgy for St Patrick’s School as the 

children departed.   This was followed by a now prolonged period of quiet and social 

distancing and isolation.  The quiet roads, a quiet church to say a private quiet Mass in, a 

quiet presbytery as Marion self-isolated (not that Marion makes a lot of noise anyway!), 

the quiet of the school playground, the quiet doorbell of the presbytery and the quiet 

bafflement as email after email pings into the office email and my personal email 

account, which combined often totals between 60 and 80 a day as information, 

directives, news of cancelled meetings and events, Ad Clerums and concerns from 

worried anxious parishioners and colleagues flood in.  This quiet is interspersed with the 

ringing of the parish telephone as people began to worry and fret about things, including 

my parents on the Isle of Wight who are both now well into their 70’s and not in the best 

of health.   What is God calling us to do, to be, to experience during this time of lockdown 

I ask myself? 

Then to top all of this off, I was asked by the Diocese this week to send all of our paid 

staff on furlough, because financially the church and the Diocese are no longer in a 

position to continue to pay salaries because of the loss of vital income caused by the 

closure of churches and halls and the suspension of fund raising activities as a result of 

the Covid-19 Pandemic.   The Church as we know is a charity which is mainly run off the 

generosity of parishioners and others through charitable giving via collections and 

fundraising.   Like many other charities at this time, we find that our outgoings are more 

than our incomings and the parish debt is beginning to rise once again.   By asking our 

paid staff to go on furlough the Diocese is able through the Government’s Job Retention 

Scheme to claim back 80% of staff pay to give job security and safety during these 

difficult financial times.  This meant that at very short notice I had to speak to each of 

our paid staff, Marion P, Marion J, Mika and Niel to ask them to stay at home for the 

month of April and possibly longer.   Due to the rules of the Job Retention Scheme all of 

our paid staff must now stay at home and are not allowed to come to the Presbytery, 

Church or the Office and are not allowed to do any work during this time, even if they 

volunteer to do so.   What is God calling us to do, to be, to experience during this time of 

lockdown I ask myself? 



Whilst trying to take in the enormity of having to tell the staff to go on furlough, it then 

dawned on me that I will for the month of April and maybe longer have to take on the 

extra roles of being the parish secretary, administrator, caretaker and cleaner on top of 

the tasks that are expected of me as a parish priest.   So please be extra patient with me 

during this time as I carefully balance all of these roles.   Then as if things could not get 

any worse, it then became apparently clear that Holy Week and Easter as a public 

celebration won’t be happening this year and I will have to do all the liturgies alone in a 

quiet church on a now quiet Portsmouth Road.  What is God calling us to do, to be, to 

experience during this time of lockdown I ask myself? 

As a priest I personally feel a sense of isolation from you all, but this is helped by 

knowing that many of you are continuing to connect with the Mass through the watching 

of live Masses on the internet and through your prayers.  I am trying to telephone five 

parishioners a day, but in reality I may only ‘phone two or three.  Being a Parish Priest of 

two parishes means I am stretched very thinly in what I can do and achieve. 

Routine during this time of isolation is also important and I find the Divine Office keeps 

my day anchored in a routine of prayer.  Usually my Divine Office was rushed as I hurried 

on to other things, but now it is not, so I spend more time in prayer.   I say Mass at 12 

noon and take exercise or do gardening in the afternoon.   Then in the evening I cook my 

meal and watch EastEnders which sadly is only on twice a week now. 

So in answer to my own questions, I am hoping to come closer to God during this time of 

lockdown.  I spend more time in prayer and I am reminded that many people of the 

Christian life have lived a solitary and isolated life and it made them grow closer to God.  

I think of St John of the Cross and St Teresa of Calcutta as examples.  This time of 

isolation makes me more aware of our Christian brethren who are not allowed to worship 

publically in other parts of the world where Christians are persecuted.  It makes me 

appreciate more the luxury of being able to worship freely and openly. 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter the quiet world we now live in reminds me that 

after all the noise, the chaos and the bloody scene of the crucifixion and humankind at 

its worse, all became silent.   The silence of the tomb, the stillness of Jesus’ body at rest 

in that quiet tomb.  The silence of the tomb and the silence of the world outside as night 

falls – the silence of a world that awaits a saviour. 

God speaks in the silence and it is in the silence of a tomb that Jesus is left in peace.   It 

is from this silence that God is going to speak again with an act so great that it changed 

the entire world – The Resurrection. 

Let us then in our isolation this Holy Week join in the silence of Jesus’ tomb and let God 

speak to us.  Jesus emerged from the tomb changed and so will we emerge changed 

from what we experience now. We adore thee, O Christ and we bless thee because by thy 

holy cross thou has redeemed the world. 

 

Fr Ross 
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rd

 April 2020 
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Saturday 4th April/Sunday 5th April 2020 

 

 
 

Saturday 11th April/Sunday 12th April 2020 – EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
This is a two week Newsletter 

 

 

 
ALL PUBLIC MASSES 

ARE CANCELLED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Fr Ross will say Mass daily in St Patrick’s 
Church for Intentions 

 

 

 

 
 

As you know Masses cannot be said in public but 
if you wish to be with us “in spirit”  the following 
will be happening. 
 
Maundy Thursday 9th April  7.30 pm – Evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper . (in private) 
 
Good Friday 10th April – 3.00 pm – Celebration of 
the Lord’s Passion  (in private) 
 
Easter Saturday 11th April  8.00 pm – The Easter 
Vigil with the blessing and lighting of the Paschal 
Candle (in private) 
 
Easter Sunday 12th April Mass (in private) 
 

 

 
Mass Intentions  
 
Tuesday 31st March – Florence Houston RIP 
Wednesday 1st April – Natalia Maria Buttigieg RIP (FM) 
Thursday 2nd April – Isabel and Len Tierney RIP 
Friday 3rd April – Clare Foley RIP (Birthday anni) 
Sat 4th April – Wellbeing & Healing of Anne Guthrie(TE) 
Sunday 5th April – Doris May Burtsell RIP (Anni) 
Monday 6th April – Wellbeing of Paul Rogers 
Tuesday 7th April – Wellbeing of Keith 
Wed 8th April – In thanksgiving for NHS Staff 
Thursday 9th April – In thanksgiving for NHS Staff 
Friday 10th April – GOOD FRIDAY 
Saturday 11th April – People of the Joint Parishes 
Sunday 12th April – Betty and Mike Lucas 60th Wedding Anni 
Monday 13th April – Repose of the Soul of Marian Jandiz RIP 
Tues 14th April – In thanksgiving for Love and Friendship 
received during these difficult times 
Wednesday 15th April – For the protection of Ivan’s Family 
Thursday 16th April – In thanksgiving for NHS Staff 
Friday 17th April – The wellbeing of Ted Elmore (TE) 
Saturday 18th April – Michael Fennelly rip 
Sunday 19th April – For Members of  the Carty and Vatolik 
family and friends 
Monday 20th April – Wellbeing of Denis & Margaret Foster  
Tuesday 21st April – For all the people in the front line 
carrying on and supporting our lives 
Wednesday 22 April – Ted Smith RIP  
Thursday 23rd April – For all the people suffering and dying 
all over the world 
Friday 24th April – Jimmy and Sheila Carroll RIP 
Saturday 25th April – Patrick and Mary Culnane RIP 
Sunday 26th April – Derek Wakefield RIP 

/continued ……. 
 
Mass Intentions cont’d 
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Monday 27th April – Wellbeing of Johnny Boyes-Sturrock 
Tues 28th April – Wellbeing & Healing of Anne Guthrie(CI) 
Wed 29th April – Irene Chapman for kindness shown (CI) 
Thursday 30th April – Deenagh Bonner RIP and wellbeing of 
Justine, Beckie, Laura and Mark 
Friday 1st May – Margaret Jamieson RIP 
Saturday 2nd May – John Henry Sketcher RIP 
Sunday 3rd May – Bridget Murrey RIP 
 

 

  Mass Intentions and Anniversaries: 
George O’Brien RIP (B’day 1Apr); Venos Santos Ward 
RIP(Anni 2 Apr); Margaret Chambers RIP; Margaret 
Jamieson RIP; John Jennings RIP; Margaret Moran RIP; Ida 
Capinpuyan RIP; Anne Renouf RIP; Mary Goss RIP; Grace 
Dell RIP; Bridget McKenzie RIP; Catherine Reed RIP; 
Margaret Carr RIP; Kate McKee RIP; John Adams RIP; Mike 
Elmore RIP; John Moran RIP; Doris Spinks RIP; Mary Holmes 
RIP; Edward White RIP; 
Leo and Gregory Ingram RIP; Anthony Lawrence RIP (B’day 
5Apr); 
  

 April: Fr Anthony Gatt (1Apr); Hala 
Babahami (1Apr); Pauline O’Rourke (2Apr); Stephanie 
Bennett (3Apr); Roy Biles (4Apr); Barbara Reed (6Apr); Di 
Olsen (8Apr); Gabriella Gule (8Apr); April Bannon (9Apr); 
Marian Plattring (9Apr); Stella Carroll (16Apr); Clare Wilson 
(20Apr); Tracy D’Souza (22Apr); Lydia McCarthy (22Apr); 
Barbara Gittins (23Apr); Helen Timbal (23Apr); Anne 
Davies(24Apr); Steven Brendzel (24Apr); Adele Ruiz (27Apr); 
Blake Maclean (29 Apr); David L’Enfant (29 Apr);  
 

Moira and Brian Chambers (1Apr); Rose 
and Monty Dougherty (9Apr);  
 
 

   

     Many congratulations to Mike and 
Betty Lucas (from Netley) who will be celebrating their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 18th April 2020.    May 
God continue to bless you both.  A Mass of Celebration will 
be held for Mike and Betty after the COVID-19 pandemic 
has passed. 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Carmel 
Ingram;  John Ackland;  Rose and Monty  Dougherty; John 
Dearlove ; Olive Allison; Hilda White; Sean and Nancy  
Doyle; Cathy McCann; Cathy Feeley; Josephine Byron;  
Mary  Curley; Christopher;  Mary Corbett; June Paris;   
Margaret Kavanagh;  Margaret Dunnings  , Krystyna 
Szewczyk, Janine Murphy, Julianna Burley;  Daphne 
Wijesinghe,  Christine Bartlett, Margaret Beirne,   
 

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
 
Janet Adamson RIP an old parishioner of St Patrick’s who 
died peacefully on 5th March.   She will be received into St 
Patrick’s Church at 4.00 pm on 14th April (immediate family 
only).   Fr Ross will say a Private Requiem Mass for her and 
she will be buried the next day at St Mary Extra Cemetery.   
We will be holding a Memorial Requiem Mass at a later 
date to which all can be invited to attend and we will have 
all the hymns she wanted and the readings and a proper 
preached homily and eulogy. 
 
Hugh O’Donnell RIP an old parishioner of St Patrick’s who 
died recently and whose committal will take place at 
Wessex Vale Crematorium on 6th April with immediate 
family only. 
 
Graham Kenning RIP  an old parishioner of St Patrick’s 
found deceased on 13th March.   Grahams committal and 
burial will take place on 16th April 2020 with immediate 
family only.   We will be holding a Memorial Requiem Mass 
for him at a later date to which all will be invited. 
 
Ramsing Nursing RIP (husband of Joy Nursing who always 
attends and serves Mass at the Saturday evening Mass in St 
Patrick’s) who died in March and whose funeral will take 
place at Wessex Vale Crematorium on 15th April with 
immediate family only. 
 
Rita Maguire RIP who died on the 31st March and was the 
wife of the late Mr Francis Joseph Maguire (St Patrick’s 
Parishioner). Rita’s funeral will be on the 16th April next at 
the graveside in St Mary’s Extra, immediate family only. 
 
Eileen Gibbs RIP (Annunciation Parish) died peacefully on 
Saturday 28th March.   May she rest in peace.   Funeral 
arrangements to follow and we will arrange a Memorial 
Requiem Mass at a later date to which all can be invited. 
 

 

 
 

       
 
The Rosary Group and Stations of the Cross Group are 
praying at the same time each week in their homes as 
a way of keeping each other in prayer. 
 



 
 

 

Easter Offering for Fr Ross 
 
The Easter Offering forms a substantial part of the 
priest’s personal yearly income, along with the 
Christmas Collection, upon which he depends for his 
survival.   Easter will not happen this year publically 
within our usual full Easter Churches.  
 
The Easter Offering can be paid direct into the 
Parishes bank accounts, details below, by setting up 
on-line one-off payments from your bank.   Cheques 
to the parish office is also a possibility for those 
without internet banking – cheques should be made 
payable to Fr Ross Bullock. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.  Fr Ross. 
 
NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘Fr Ross’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘Fr Ross’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
 

 

 
A Prayer for use at this time of Coronavirus 

 
Lord Jesus, you came that we might have life in all its 
fullness.  
 
In this time of sickness and the fear of sickness, give 
me: 
The health of mind – that I might seek out wise 
guidance and act upon it;  
The health of body – that will enable me to serve you 
and those around me;  
The health of spirit – that my soul rests in the secure 
knowledge that there is nothing that can separate me 
from the Father’s love.  
Give me the grace to share your peace – that peace 
the world cannot give.  Amen 
 

 
 

 
Parish Office is closed to visitors BUT contact can be made 

via the Parish Office telephone number or email, see the 
parish website: www.eastsidechurch.co.uk . Please be 
aware that as from Friday 3rd April the office will only be 
staffed by Fr Ross as and when he is free to do so as all paid 
staff are now on furlough 

 

 

 
Mass Intentions will be said as scheduled for each day but 

‘behind closed doors’ (congregation not allowed!) So be 
assured that ‘your’ intention will be offered. If you still want 
Masses offered for intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office by telephone, email, post or by posting your 
intention and donation through the Presbytery door in 
Woolston, whilst out on your daily exercise of course.  Mass 
donations and Second Collections can now be made on line 
by a one off payment via internet banking using the details 
below 

 

 

 
Portsmouth Diocese Prayer and Listening Service:  
 
With effect from Monday 30th March, the Prayer and 
Ananais Support team are setting up a prayer and listening 
service for parishioners in the Diocese.   People will need to 
fill in a simple form on the home page of the Diocesan 
website requesting to be prayed with over the phone or to 
ask for a longer listening conversation and one of the team 
will contact them.  We will also ask if key workers would 
like to leave their name through the same mechanism, so 
they can be prayed for individually each day in the team’s 
prayers.   We will also offer a dedicated phone number (yet 
to be published) for those who do not use the internet, so 
they can leave their name and number and someone will 
return their call as soon as possible.   The team is being co-
ordinated by Clare Simpson and will consist of those 
experienced in listening and praying with others and who 
have fulfilled the Diocesan safeguarding requirements. 

 

 

 
Spiritual aspects as home:  
 

 Create a ‘sacred space’ (crucifix, statue, bible etc) 
to focus prayer 

 Read all or some of the Sunday scripture readings 
(obtain ‘Magnificat’ booklet OR access ‘Universalis’ 
on line 

 Recite the Rosary 
 Access the Diocesan Website for ideas and for links 

to live Masses: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

 

 
 

http://www.eastsidechurch.co.uk/
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/


 
 

 
Support of the Church:   
 
Our two churches like other charitable institutions are 
losing vital income at this time through the loss of revenue 
from our weekly collections, hall bookings and fundraising 
activities now that the churches are closed.    
 
A huge thank you to those who currently give to our two 
churches via Standing Order, it really is greatly appreciated.   
If you currently give cash via the collection plate in church 
and are still in a position to do so, why not consider giving 
by Standing Order on a weekly or monthly basis.   This is 
now very easy to do if you have Internet Banking or a 
Banking App on your smart phone.   You can also set up a 
Standing Order in person or by post using the forms 
attached to the Newsletter.   
 
Please do remember the Church financially during these 
difficult times if you are able to.   Cheques to the parish 
office are also an option, but state clearly what they are for 
on the back and use the payee details below. 
 
SETTING UP A STANDING ORDER 
 
To set up a standing order you will need the following 
account details depending on which Church you wish to 
contribute to and also for what purpose; so the reference is 
important.    
 
You must put your name followed by COLLECTION (for your 
usual weekly collection), SECOND COLLECTION (for the 
second collection as stated in the newsletter followed by 
which second collection eg CAFOD. 
DONATION (one off Donation) ‘FR ROSS’ (Easter Collection) 
 

NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Support Network for our parishioners isolated at 
home:    
 
I have asked Irene Chapman (St Patrick’s) and Di Olsen 
(Annunciation) to co-ordinate for me a support network for 
those isolated at home during this difficult time. We now 
have a team of volunteers who have a group of people they 
call by ‘phone each week to give social contact, assure 
them of our prayers and to identify any need they may be 
struggling with.  We have created a list of those now 
isolated at home who would benefit from this support.  If 
you or someone you know would like to be on this list 
please contact the parish office at 
eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 023 8044 8671 to 
give us details. 

 

 
 

 

A message from Chris Bick:     
 
I have two spare copies of ‘A Year with the Bible’ by 
Dom Henry Wansbrough, OSB.  I am happy to send a 
copy to anyone who feels it would be useful during 
these weeks, for a donation to parish funds.   If more 
than two people ask, we can draw the names out of a 
hat.   cbick@hotmail.co.uk  or telephone : 023 8040 
3957 
 

 
 

 

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING 
 

(please keep aside or donate by Standing Order) 
 

Second collections  
This weekend St. Patricks – Flowers for Easter 

Annunciation – Poitiers Project 
 

Good Friday – Holy Places 
 

St Patrick’s Fundraising for March totals £360.80 MAKING  
 
A RUNNING TOTAL UNTIL THE END OF MARCH £1256.60 
 
Thank you to Sylvia and her team for all their efforts in 
fundraising and for parishioners who support   them. 
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We have received a letter of thanks  
from Lepra for our recent appeal collection.  
 
 “Dear Fr Ross, On behalf of Lepra my heartfelt thanks 
for the donations totalling £442.12 from the good 
people of St Patrick’s and Annunciation Churches 
following the Appeal in support of Lepra.  Also for 
making my colleague Amy so welcome, she really 
enjhoyed her visit with you all  The support from the 
Parishes is greatly respected and valued.   With 
renewed thanks to you and all the good people of the 
Parish and until we meet again in support of Lepra, I 
keep you all in my prayers.”  (Signed Laurice Jarman 
for Lepra) 
 
It states St Patrick’s raised £199.60 which will help to 
cure 8 people of leprosy; 
 
And Annunciation Church raised £242.52 which will 
help to cure 10 people of leprosy. 
 

 
 

 

Parishioners Reflection 
 

In your life, 
I pray that you will enjoy health and strength 

In sickness, 
I pray that you will find patience and swift healing 

In tiredness,  
I pray that God will refresh and strengthen you 

In tough times, 
May God give you perseverance. 

In your daily activities, 
I pray that God will watch over your coming and 

going. 
In the world around you, 

I pray that you will see the goodness of God 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Lucky sends a kind wish to all the parishioners of 
St Patrick’s and Annunciation parishes.   He is very well and 
enjoying the sunshine.   He enjoys joining Fr Ross in the 
garden when he is gardening.   Keep safe and well everyone 
and thank you for your donations. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

I would like to thank Fr Ross for his constant support 
and prayers especially covering the office during my 
self isolation but more demanding for him now 
because of furlough.  Who would have thought that in 
a matter of weeks he has become secretary, 
housekeeper and site manager! 
 
His weekly updates, calls and newsletters have been a 
source of consolation to so many parishioners during 
this time. 
 
We are truly blessed to have such a caring and 
considerate Parish Priest.   Thank you again Fr Ross 
and God bless you always.    Marion 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A happy, Holy, healthy and peaceful Easter to you all 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


