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PUBLIC MASSES CANCELLED 

 
Due to the high case rate of Covid-19 

within the geographical bounds of our 

two parishes, I took the painful but 

necessary decision to suspend all public 

masses and services from Monday 13th 

January provisionally for two weeks.  

 

I have decided to now extend this by 

one more week and then review it 

(taking us up to Tuesday 2nd February 

2021) due to the continued high case 

rate of Covid-19 in Bitterne, Sholing, 

Itchen, Woolston, Weston and Hamble 

–le-Rice. Mercifully Netley’s case rate 

has now fallen below the national 

average, which is a great blessing for 

our parishioners there. 

 

I feel at this time it is better to be safe 

than sorry. I am acutely aware that a 

number of parishioners have tested 

positive for Covid-19 in the past few 

weeks. 

 

This will be reviewed again in time 

for next week’s newsletter.  

 

Masses will be said in private each 

day (no congregation) with any Mass 

intentions being said at that time 

 

 

ONLINE MASS  

FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF 

ORDINARY TIME FROM ST 

PATRICK’S CHURCH WOOLSTON 

Click Here for this pre-recorded Mass 

with Fr Ross from 6pm on Saturday 

LOCKDOWN 3… 

I trust you are all coping and managing 

during these strange times, which will 

hopefully come to an end soon. Many of our 

older parishioners have now been vaccinated 

and some of them have had their second dose 

too. I congratulate our local GP Surgeries 

within our two parish boundaries for their 

efficient roll out of the vaccination 

programme so far. We are very blessed in this 

part of the world, as where my parents live on 

the Isle of Wight a vast number of the over 

80’s have yet to receive a vaccination with a 

slow start to the vaccination roll out there. 

During the various lockdowns I have 

continued to visit St Patrick’s Primary 

School, which remains open for the children 

of critical worker families and for those 

children who are vulnerable. We have felt it 

important during this time to continue the 

weekly school liturgy on a Tuesday led by 

myself and ably assisted by Mr Lobo (Head 

teacher) and Mrs. Hayles on the technology 

front. Every week something goes wrong 

with the technology or the internet 

connectivity but by the Grace of God the 

mailto:eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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broadcast eventually goes out live to each of 

the classrooms and to those students and 

parents watching us from home.  

During this week’s live online liturgy 

broadcast I talked about the importance of 

perseverance during this time of pandemic. If 

you persevere you keep trying and you never 

give up, whether that be with your maths 

homework or in the face of this dreadful 

pandemic and all the chaos it has brought 

with it. We must never give up, never give up 

hope, continue to persevere in our Christian 

faith and in our prayers even when everything 

looks bleak and awful around us.  

My spiritual director always said to me that 

when you have hit rock bottom you cannot 

fall any further. The rock you are lying on is 

solid, it is fully supporting you and you 

cannot fall anymore and things cannot get 

any worse. What you must then do is let the 

rock support your weight and gradually when 

you are ready to slowly get up and recover. 

When things seem dark and awful there will 

eventually be a light at the end of the tunnel, 

we just have to persevere! We do that in our 

faith! Never give up! 

In our readings for this Sunday we hear 

constantly about perseverance in faith. Jonah 

had to persevere in what God was telling him 

to do, though he was reluctant always to do 

so. Jonah wanted to give up or to run away, 

but he eventually did what God was asking of 

him. When he ended up in the belly of that 

whale he really had reached rock bottom, he 

could fall no further. The belly of that whale 

supported him and when he was ready Jonah 

arrived where he was meant to be on the 

shores near Nineveh to do God’s work.   

The second reading from St Paul’s letter to 

the Corinthians could well be written for our 

own time of pandemic with the expectation of 

the world passing away at any moment and of 

reaching a rock bottom moment.   

Then in our Gospel we have the familiar 

story of the calling of the first disciples by 

Jesus, those hard working and persevering 

fishermen, Simon along with Andrew and 

then later James and John. These fishermen 

lived off the trade of fishing. They persevered 

by casting their nets in the hope of catching 

fish. The early Church Father Theophylact 

wrote of this: “Wherefore there follows, 

casting nets into the sea, for they were 

fishers. Look then upon them, living on their 

own labours, not on the fruits of iniquity; for 

such men were worthy to become the first 
disciples of Christ.” 

The perseverance they learnt through their 

trade of fishing was perfect for the mission 

Jesus was inviting them to take part in. Jesus 

invites them, they immediately follow him 

and they become fishers of men and women. 

As another early Church Father Remigius 

tells us: “For by the net of holy preaching 

they drew fish, that is, men and women from 

the depth of the sea, that is, of infidelity, to 

the light of faith. Wonderful indeed is this 

fishing! For fishes when they are caught, 

soon after die; when men and women are 

caught by the word of preaching, they rather 

are made alive.”  

For those first disciples their rock bottom 

moment was yet come! For we know that 

after Christ’s crucifixion they thought all was 

lost as they huddled in that locked upper 

room for fear of the Jews. Yet slowly they 

picked themselves up with the resurrection 

appearances of Jesus and then on the day of 

Pentecost they were transformed by the Holy 

Spirit and the rest is history, our Christian 

History.  

So please keep going, stay strong and support 

one another and very soon we will emerge 

out from this dark tunnel of the pandemic 

into a yet more glorious light and that we will 

be changed for the better, as individual 

persons and as a society.  

God bless you all, Fr Ross 

 



 

LENT 2021 

 
Yes, I know, as frightening as it sounds, Lent 

will soon be upon us with Ash Wednesday 

falling on Wednesday 17th February this year.  

 

So start having a think and a ponder about 

what you might do this year in ways of 

fasting/abstinence, penance and 

almsgiving/charity.  

 

Over the coming weeks I hope to have a few 

Lenten activities and ideas in the newsletter to 

aid you in your Lenten plan and journey 

whether you are still at home in lockdown or 

shielding or if you are out and about in the 

world of essential work. 

 
 

Supporting our local Covid 

Vaccination Programme 

The 8 front side car parking spaces of St 

Patrick’s Church (Portsmouth Road 

entrance car park) are not to be used by 

parishioners on a Tuesday, Wednesday or 

Thursday from now on as I have given these 

8 spaces over for the sole use of the medical 

staff administering the COVID Vaccinations 

from 8am – 6pm in the nearby St Peter’s 

Doctors Surgery Car Park (which means the 

medical staff have nowhere to park).  

 

This is our way of helping the local 

community with the vaccination program and 

ensuring the medical staff can park easily and 

not be delayed in their vital work for want of 

parking. If you need disabled parking, please 

park in front of my car whilst Mass is taking 

place (room for two cars) on a Wednesday 

morning.  

 

Everyone else to park in the Church Hall 

Car park at the rear of the Church 

(Porchester Road entrance) if coming to 

Mass on a Wednesday morning, which is 

the only flash point for parking out of those 

days the medical staff need parking. 

 

STAY AT HOME 

Approximately 1 in 3 people who 

have coronavirus have no 

symptoms and could be spreading 

it without realising it. 

Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space.’ 

 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

AND FUNERAL NOTICES 
 

Joe Smith RIP who died on Boxing Day.  

Requiem Mass on Tuesday 26th January at 

11.00 am followed by burial at St Mary 

Extra Cemetery.  Invited mourners only.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with his 

family and many friends. 

 

Leonard Jarvis RIP brother of Anne 

Wilson from Annunciation parish.   Our 

thoughts and prayers are with Anne and her 

family at this sad time 

 

Eileen Revelle RIP who died on 16th 

January in Poole. Aunt of Marie O’Driscoll.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with Marie, 

Paul and family at this sad time. 
 

 
 

  PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: 
Doreen Nelson; John Dearlove; Melinda 
Silsbury (recovering at home after a fall); 
Rose and Monty Dougherty; Anne Jack; 
Carmel Ingram;  Olive Allison; Hilda White; 
Sean & Nancy Doyle; Cathy McCann; Mary 
Curley; Mary Corbett; June Paris; Margaret 
Dunnings; Janine Murphy; Julianna Burley; 
Daphne Wijesinghe; Christine Bartlett; 
Margaret Beirne;  Terry Hutchinson; little 
Louis Knight; 
 
 
 



 Mass Intentions and 
Anniversaries:  Barbara Susan Waas RIP 
(Anni 8 Jan); Bertie O’Rahilly RIP;Leslie 
Foster RIP; Christopher Balfe RIP; Denise 
Mongan RIP; Canon Patrick Balfe; Nellie 
Doyle RIP; Rachel Hall RIP; Avril Thomas 
RIP; Adrian Harvey RIP 
 

 January:  Belated Birthday 
Greetings to Denis Bellamy (2 Jan); 
Dorothy Bellamy (23Jan); Sebastian Nott 
(25 Jan); Angus Slattery (25Jan); Natasha 
Evans (26Jan); Megan Smith (26Jan); 
Daphne Wijesinghe (28Jan); Kevin Beirne 
(30Jan); Jed Nelson (30Jan); Rafal 
Sepiolo(30Jan 
 

 

 THIS Weekend 23rd/24th  January 
the second collection is in support of the 
Cathedral in Portsmouth.    Due to the 
lockdown and the restrictions imposed a 
‘Give as you Live’ page has been created 
to enable you to donate online at: 
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundrai
sing/cathedral-annual-appeal  
 
We are aware that these are difficult times 
for us all, but please give generously to 
support your cathedral, gift aiding your 
donation wherever possible.  If you would 
prefer to save your donation until Masses 
are reinstated in St Patrick’s and 
Annunciation then we will send the 
collection to the Cathedral in the usual 
way. Thank you 
 

 

 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day – 27th January 

 
Monsignor Vincent Harvey shares some ideas 

for commemorating Holocaust Memorial Day.  

The UK Ceremony for Holocaust Memorial 

Day (HMD) will be streamed live at 7 pm on 

Wednesday 27th January if you wish to join in 

the link is:  EventAccess(geteventaccess.com).  

 

After the ceremony we are asking households 

to light a candle and put it in their window at 8 

pm (if you are able to do so safely) to:  

remember those who were murdered for who 

they were and to stand against prejudice and 

hatred today 

 

AN URGENT APPEAL FROM THE 

FOOD BANKS 

 
 

We have been asked by the local food 

banks to bring to the attention of our 

parishioners the desperate need they are 

in to supply food and toiletries to the local 

community. 

 

During the closure of our churches and if 

you feel you are able to give please save 

your donations until the churches reopen.   

 

Thank you 

 

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/cathedral-annual-appeal
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https://hmdt.geteventaccess.com/public/events/6587e0ff-fcbd-416a-b190-5404c23563bb/guests/create?utm_source=HMDT%20Newsletter%20updated%20%28GDPR%29&utm_campaign=5dc72c15b3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_09_05_04_04_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_41fa301d47-5dc72c15b3-510481561


MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Thank you to those who have popped Mass 
Intentions into the post box or on line recently.  It 
means a lot to be saying Mass for the Intentions 
of Parishioners during this time.  There are NO 
dates left for Intentions in January and February 
is filling up quickly.  If you wish to book a Mass 
Intention please do so in the usual way, shown 
below in red ink. 
 
If you want a Mass offered for intentions, please 
contact the Parish Office by telephone, email, 
post or putting your intention and donation into 
the Presbytery post box in Woolston. 
 
Mass donations and Second collections can now 
be made on line by a one-off payment via 
Internet banking using the details shown further 
on in the Newsletter. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY WITH SAINTS 

DAYS INCLUDED. 
 

During the suspension of Public Masses all Mass 
Intentions will be said privately 
 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 23rd January – Fr Andrew O’Sullivan 
SMA – 60th Anniversary of his priestly ordination 
(NC) 
Sunday 24th January – John Ackland RIP (CA) 
Sunday 24th January – Joe Smith RIP (Anon) 
 
Tuesday 26th January – St Timothy -  Wellbeing of Di 
Olsen (ND) 
Wednesday 27th January –St Angela Merici -  
Deceased members of the Zammit Family (ML’E 
Thursday 28th January  - St Thomas Aquinas - 
Wellbeing of Ann Cooper (ND) 
Friday 29th January – Barbara Susan Waas RIP (AW) 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 30th January  - Patrick and Mary Culnane RIP 
(NC) 
Sunday 31st January  - John Ackland RIP (CA) 
Sunday 31st January – Marie L’Enfant for her birthday 
on 2Jan) (CI) 
 
 

 
 

 

Lucky’s News… 
Lucky says that she has had a quiet week resting 
inside the presbytery whilst avoiding all the wind and 
rain. But whilst I have been sleeping the squirrels 
have been busy robbing the birds of their winter 
food. So poor old Fr Ross had to move the bird 
feeder to a squirrel free location, which thankfully 
the ever so clever Robin was able to locate without 
any problems. 
 
Lucky says that the squirrels are a nuisance and that 
they discovered the presbytery garden during the 
first Lockdown and now they keep coming back, 
despite my trying to chase them away each time. 
Lucky is feeling her age now and is not as fast as she 
once was. Poor old Lucky!  

 

 
 

 



Support of the Church 

 

Our two churches like other charitable 
institutions are losing vital income at this time 
through the loss of revenue from our weekly 
collections, hall bookings and fundraising 
activities now that the churches are closed.  
 
St Patrick’s Church has been particularly 
hard hit by this and is currently loosing 
around 60% of its monthly income via the 
plate collection, hall hire and other fund 
raising activities. St Patrick’s outgoings are 
still higher than what we have coming in via 
Standing Orders as we still have to pay our 
monthly loan repayments to the diocese 
(one for the tower repairs and one for a 
historic loan taken out some years ago) and 
we also have to pay the dreaded Diocesan 
Levy, which currently is set at 25% of our 
yearly income based on last year’s total 
income to the parish. So we are as a result 
getting ourselves more and more into debt 
by around £1400 per month. We are of 
course not the only parish church or charity 
to be in this situation, but I want you to be 
aware of this issue as we move to have the 
St Patrick’s Parish Accounts published later 
in the year. 
 

A huge thank you to those who recently 
signed up to give via Standing Order to our 
two parishes and also to those who have 
increased their giving via Standing Order, it 
really is greatly appreciated. If you currently 
give cash via the collection plate in church 
and are still in a position to do so, why not 
consider giving by Standing Order on a weekly 
or monthly basis. This is now very easy to do 
if you have Internet Banking or a Banking App 
on your smart phone.   
 
Please do remember the Church financially 
during these difficult times if you are able to.  
Cheques to the parish office are also an 
option, but state clearly what they are for on 
the back and use the payee details below. 
 

SETTING UP A STANDING ORDER 
 

To set up a standing order you will need the 
following account details depending on which 
Church you wish to contribute to and also for 
what purpose; so the reference is important.    
 
You must put your name followed by 
COLLECTION (for your usual weekly collection), 
SECOND COLLECTION for the second collection 
as stated in the newsletter followed by which 
second collection eg CAFOD, or DONATION (to 
make a one off Donation). 
 
NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
 
Sort Code:  30-93.04  
Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE 
ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by 
‘MASS’ or ‘COLLECTION’ or ‘SECOND 
COLLECTION’ or ‘FR ROSS XMAS’ for the 
Christmas collection. 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
 
Sort Code: 30-93-04           
Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST 
PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by 
‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or ‘FR 
ROSS XMAS’ for the Christmas collection. 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we 
would never contact you directly asking for 
your account details or passwords. 
 

 

 


