
 

Deacon Peter writes… 

 

Easter blessings to you all. 

 

In these strange and troubling times, Fr. Ross and I thought it might be a good idea for me to 

write a piece for the newsletter to let you know that I am still alive and kicking!! And also, to give 

Fr. Ross a break.  Even though times have changed for us all, Fr. Ross still has to continue with 

daily mass, all the office work and of course the Easter Triduum on his own and we thank Fr. 

Ross for the beautiful pictures posted of the church in preparation for the Easter services. 

Like a lot of you, I am now on ‘Furlough’ from work (a word not many people used prior to the 

current situation).  From the beginning of April I was working from home however, as a lot of my 

work involved one-to-one or close contact training with others this slowly came to a halt and so I 

now find myself finding lots of other things to do that I don’t normally get the chance to or just 

get left? As the weather has greatly improved, which is unusual in itself for Easter, and much to 

Melindas delight I have managed to get out into the garden cutting the lawn, trimming and 

pruning, power-washing the patio, weeding and cutting back overgrown brambles and finishing 

off building a wall which I started some time ago.  We also have a water feature that I had to 

disassemble to replace the water pump, thank goodness the on-line ordering and deliveries are 

still working as near normal as possible and I have to say, we have used this greatly in the last 

few weeks.  What I haven’t been able to do though is get any vegetables planted so we will have 

to rely on our local farm shop when we can get out and about. 

What is turning out to be a very difficult time in some ways does have its reward in others ways 

and finds us all having to think of different ways of keeping in touch with each other and with 

God.  I know through my telephone conversations with many of you that you have also found 

ways of reaching out to others and reaching out to the Lord through prayer and keeping in 

contact with family members through Skype or WhatsApp etc.  We have been doing the same in 

the Silsbury household but also as a family we have set up a weekly family quiz using ‘Zoom’ 

which is great fun and also brings us together so even though we are self-isolating, I still have a 

strong feeling of community and it’s great that so many people are helping each other, even my 

next door neighbour offered to get some shopping in for us which was much appreciated (if not 

making me feel a little old), we are also having the odd food parcel delivery which is keeping us 

going.  As we continue to watch the world come to terms with this pandemic our thoughts also 

turn constantly to the NHS workers who are doing so much, so we are also proud to stand on the 

doorstep and ‘clap for the NHS’ every Thursday evening at 8:00pm. 

This Easter in particular has been a very reflective time for us all, not least the clergy and 

religious communities.  The mass I most look forward to each year is the Mass of Chrism at the 

Cathedral.  With all its appearance of ‘pomp and ceremony, of colour and pageantry’ it has a 

deep and reflective meaning for us all so it was with great if not unexpected sadness when this 

mass was cancelled however, we were grateful to Bishop Philip who sent out to all members of 

the clergy a transcript to follow for the commitment of renewal of our vows which we were also 

able to follow on-line.  In my preparation for Palm Sunday and the Easter Triduum I purchased a 

small Easter set from Redemptorist publications which included palm crosses and a miniature 

Paschal candle.  Like a lot of you who have been following mass either by radio, television or on-

line from all different parts of the world, from Ireland to Canada, from New Zealand to Vatican 



City, we have been tuning in to either the Cathedral live-streaming service or St. Peters in 

Winchester (we followed the Easter masses from St. Peters) and during the Easter Vigil lit the 

Paschal candle at the appointed time and during Mass on Easter Sunday we also lit a candle as we 

renewed our baptismal promise during mass. 

This time away from the work office has also allowed me the time and space to read the Divine 

Office in a more reflective and peaceful way, especially morning prayer and the office of readings. 

when I am at work, I have an app on my phone that I use but it’s not easy and far from ideal 

when you have an office full of people chatting and asking questions about this, that and the 

other and so I find myself constantly stopping and starting.  Evening and night prayer have also 

taken on a slightly more meaningful and reflective tone. 

I am now also grateful that I can finally eat some chocolate! as I gave up eating sweets and 

chocolate for Lent it is now a very welcome relief!!!.  In the coming days I will be celebrating a 

graveside funeral service with a limited amount of family members and I will also be blessing a 

body for a family who cannot attend the funeral of their loved one as they are not only 

constrained by the COVID-19 restrictions but they also live in Italy so my thoughts and prayers go 

out to these families, the families of all those who have lost a loved one, to those who now have 

to contend with an unplanned crematorium service rather than a church service or requiem mass 

and to each and every one of you, our parish family, stay safe and stay indoors.   

God bless you all and who knows, I might get another chance to write if we are all still in lock-

down.  

 

 Deacon Peter.  
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Saturday 18th April/Sunday 19th April 2020 

 
A Happy 50 Days of Easter Celebrations to you! 

 

 

 
ALL PUBLIC MASSES 

ARE CANCELLED  
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Fr Ross will say Mass daily in St Patrick’s 
Church for Intentions 

 

 

 
 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday and the 

Bishop would like to invite you to him for 

a live-streamed Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

from his personal chapel at Bishop’s 

House in Portsmouth. It will begin at 3pm 

this Sunday afternoon and can be watched 

online at 

https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

and scroll down to the Bishop’s Chapel. 

 

 

 April: Clare Wilson (20Apr); Tracy D’Souza 
(22Apr); Lydia McCarthy (22Apr); Barbara Gittins (23Apr); 
Helen Timbal (23Apr); Anne Davies(24Apr); Steven Brendzel 
(24Apr); Adele Ruiz (27Apr); Blake Maclean (29 Apr); David 
L’Enfant (29 Apr). 

 

 
 

 
 Many congratulations to Mike and Betty Lucas 
(from Netley) who will be celebrating their 
Diamond Wedding Anniversary on 18th April 
2020.    May God continue to bless you both on 
this significant anniversary and thank you for 
your witness of Christian Marriage.  A Mass of 
Celebration will be held for Mike and Betty after 
the COVID-19 pandemic has passed. 
 

 

 

 

Death Announcements 

 

Ramsing Nursing RIP, the husband of Joy Nursing. 
Joy attends and serves Mass at the Saturday 
evening Mass in St Patrick’s. Ramsing died in 
March and his funeral service was taken by Fr 
Ross at Wessex Vale Crematorium on 15th April 
with immediate family only. We keep Joy and her 
family in our prayers at this time.  
 
Mrs Sheila Craft RIP who died on the 8th April. 
Date and time of funeral to be decided. 
 

 

mailto:eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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Mass Intentions 

 

Thank you to those who have popped Mass 

Intentions through the presbytery door or online 

at this difficult time. It means a lot to be saying 

Mass for the intentions of Parishioners during this 

time of isolation. 

 

Mass Intentions will be said as scheduled for each day but 

‘behind closed doors’ (congregation not allowed!) So be 
assured that ‘your’ intention will be offered. If you still want 
Masses offered for intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office by telephone, email, post or by posting your intention 
and donation through the Presbytery door in Woolston, 
whilst out on your daily exercise of course.  Mass donations 
and Second Collections can now be made on line by a one 
off payment via internet banking using the details shown 
further on in the newsletter below. 
 

Mass intention for April 

 

Saturday 18th April – Michael Fennelly rip 
Sunday 19th April – For Members of  the Carty and Vatolik 
family and friends 
Monday 20th April – Wellbeing of Denis & Margaret Foster  
Tuesday 21st April – For all the people in the front line 
carrying on and supporting our lives 
Wednesday 22 April – Ted Smith RIP  
Thursday 23rd April – For all the people suffering and dying 
all over the world 
Friday 24th April – Jimmy and Sheila Carroll RIP 
Saturday 25th April – Patrick and Mary Culnane RIP 
Sunday 26th April – Derek Wakefield RIP 
Monday 27th April – Wellbeing of Johnny Boyes-Sturrock 
Tues 28th April – Wellbeing & Healing of Anne Guthrie(CI) 
Wed 29th April – Irene Chapman for kindness shown (CI) 
Thursday 30th April – Deenagh Bonner RIP and wellbeing of 
Justine, Beckie, Laura and Mark 
Friday 1st May – Margaret Jamieson RIP 
 

  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:  Carmel 
Ingram;  John Ackland;  Rose and Monty  Dougherty; John 
Dearlove ; Olive Allison; Hilda White; Sean and Nancy  
Doyle; Cathy McCann; Cathy Feeley; Josephine Byron;  
Mary  Curley; Christopher;  Mary Corbett; June Paris;   
Margaret Kavanagh;  Margaret Dunnings  , Krystyna 
Szewczyk, Janine Murphy, Julianna Burley;  Daphne 
Wijesinghe,  Christine Bartlett, Margaret Beirne, Sylvia 
Terry. 
 

       
 
The Rosary Group and Stations of the Cross Group are 
praying at the same time each week in their homes as 
a way of keeping each other in prayer. 

Easter Offering for Fr Ross 
 
A massive thank you also to those who left 
Easter Eggs outside the presbytery door on 
Easter Sunday morning. It made me feel that I 
was not forgotten during this time of isolation. I 
am slowly making my way through them.  
 
A huge thank you also to those of you who 
managed to post me an Easter Card and/or an 
offering through the presbytery door or online, 
it was very kind and thoughtful of you thinking 
of me at this time.  
 
Should you still wish to make an Easter Offering 
to your isolated priest then it is not too late. The 
Easter Offering forms a substantial part of the priest’s 
personal yearly income, along with the Christmas 
Collection, upon which he depends for his survival.   
Easter did not happen this year publically within our 
usual full Easter Churches.  
 
The Easter Offering can be paid direct into the 
Parishes bank accounts, details below, by setting up 
on-line one-off payments from your bank.   Cheques 
to the parish office is also a possibility for those 
without internet banking – cheques should be made 
payable to Fr Ross Bullock. 
 
Thank you in advance for your generosity.  Fr Ross. 
 
NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘Fr Ross’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘Fr Ross’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Prayer for use at this time of Coronavirus 

 
Lord Jesus, you came that we might have life in all its 
fullness.  
 
In this time of sickness and the fear of sickness, give 
me: 
The health of mind – that I might seek out wise 
guidance and act upon it;  
The health of body – that will enable me to serve you 
and those around me;  
The health of spirit – that my soul rests in the secure 
knowledge that there is nothing that can separate me 
from the Father’s love.  
Give me the grace to share your peace – that peace 
the world cannot give.  Amen 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in this 

Holy Sacrament of the altar. I love You above all 

things and I passionately desire to receive You into 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so 

that I may unite myself wholly to You now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIOCESAN PRAYER AND LISTENING SERVICE  
 

Prayer and listening to God is a vital part of our 
everyday life, but sometimes it is difficult to pray 
when we are exhausted or in stressful situations or 
by ourselves. The diocese has created a team with 
experience in both praying with others and in 
spiritual listening, all of the volunteers are trained 
in this service and have been through the essential 
safeguarding training and other requirements. 

They are offering a service where people fill in a 
short form on the diocese website requesting a 
phone call of 10—15 minutes usually. 
Additionally, they are asking key workers if they 
would like to give them their name and work 
place and we will pray for them by name each 
day. Please go to the home page of the diocese 
website and under “Coronavirus” you can click on 
a box called “Prayer Support”. For more 
information, email Clare Simpson on 
csimpson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or Website 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/prayer-
support 

 

 
Parish Office is closed to visitors BUT contact can be 
made via the Parish Office telephone number or 
email, see the parish website: 
www.eastsidechurch.co.uk . Please be aware that as 
from Friday 3rd April the office will only be staffed by 
Fr Ross as and when he is free to do so as all paid staff 
are now on furlough 
 
 

 

Spiritual aspects as home 
 

 Create a ‘sacred space’ (crucifix, statue, bible etc) 
to focus prayer 

 Read all or some of the Sunday scripture readings 
(obtain ‘Magnificat’ booklet OR access ‘Universalis’ 
on line at https://us.magnificat.net/free  

 Recite the Rosary 
 Access the Diocesan Website for ideas and for links 

to live Masses: 
https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/ 

 www.churchservices.tv/ 

 From CAFOD for children: 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy 

 

 

 
 

I would like to thank Fr Ross for his constant support 
and prayers especially covering the office during my 
self isolation but more demanding for him now 
because of furlough.  Who would have thought that in 
a matter of weeks he has become secretary, 
housekeeper and site manager! 
 
His weekly updates, calls and newsletters have been a 
source of consolation to so many parishioners during 
this time. 
 
 

 

Lucky sends a kind wish to all the parishioners of 
St Patrick’s and Annunciation parishes.   He is very well and 
enjoying the sunshine.   He enjoys joining Fr Ross in the 
garden when he is gardening.   Keep safe and well everyone 
and thank you for your donations. 
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Support Network for our parishioners isolated at 

home. 

 

I have asked Irene Chapman (St Patrick’s) and Di 

Olsen (Annunciation) to co-ordinate for me a support 

network for those isolated at home during this difficult 

time. We now have a team of volunteers including 

Deacon Peter and Fr Ross who have a group of people 

they call by ‘phone each week to give social contact, 

assure them of our prayers and to identify any need 

they may be struggling with.  We have created a list of 

those now isolated at home who would benefit from 

this support.  If you or someone you know would like 

to be on this list please contact the parish office at 

eastside@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 023 8044 8671 

to give us details. 

 

Support in the wider community. 

 

Southampton City Council has set up a volunteering 

website: 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/coronavirus-

covid19/i-need-help.aspx              

So if you know anyone wanting to volunteer for the 

wider community you could point them that way. 

There is also the ‘Love Southampton’ website for 

volunteers OR those seeking help: 

http://www.lovesouthampton.org.uk/?LMCL=jeu4IO 

Also Communicare who are looking at ‘befrienders’ 

and other areas: 

www.communicareinsouthampton.org.uk 

Hound Parish Council also has support networks in 

place at 

https://www.houndparishcouncil.gov.uk/covid19.html 

 

 

FINANCE AND FUNDRAISING 

 

(please keep aside or donate by Standing Order) 

 

Second collections  

 

St Patrick’s Fundraising for March totals £360.80 MAKING  

 

A RUNNING TOTAL UNTIL THE END OF MARCH £1256.60 

 

Thank you to Sylvia and her team for all their efforts in 

fundraising and for parishioners who support them. 

 
 

 
Support of the Church:   
 
Our two churches like other charitable institutions are 
losing vital income at this time through the loss of revenue 
from our weekly collections, hall bookings and fundraising 
activities now that the churches are closed.    
 
A huge thank you to those who currently give to our two 
churches via Standing Order, it really is greatly appreciated.   
If you currently give cash via the collection plate in church 
and are still in a position to do so, why not consider giving 
by Standing Order on a weekly or monthly basis.   This is 
now very easy to do if you have Internet Banking or a 
Banking App on your smart phone.   You can also set up a 
Standing Order in person or by post using the forms 
attached to the Newsletter.   
 
Please do remember the Church financially during these 
difficult times if you are able to.   Cheques to the parish 
office are also an option, but state clearly what they are for 
on the back and use the payee details below. 
 
SETTING UP A STANDING ORDER 
 
To set up a standing order you will need the following 
account details depending on which Church you wish to 
contribute to and also for what purpose; so the reference is 
important.    
 
You must put your name followed by COLLECTION (for your 
usual weekly collection), SECOND COLLECTION (for the 
second collection as stated in the newsletter followed by 
which second collection eg CAFOD. 
DONATION (one off Donation) ‘FR ROSS’ (Easter Collection) 
 

NETLEY – THE ANNUNCIATION 
Sort Code:  30-93.04 Account Number: 00882888 
Account Name: PRCDTR NETLEY THE ANNUNCIATION 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
SOUTHAMPTON – ST PATRICK 
Sort Code: 30-93-04          Account number: 00888665 
Account Name: PRCDTR SOUTHAMPTON ST PATRICK 
As a reference put your name followed by ‘MASS’ or 
‘COLLECTION’ or  ‘SECOND COLLECTION’ or 
‘DONATION’ 
 
Please be aware of scams and remember we would 
never contact you directly asking for your account 
details or passwords. 
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